Absence

of God’s Light

Lift up the light of your face upon us, O LORD!

Psalm 4.6




Absence of God’s Light

(Genesis 1.1-5

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was

over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was

hovering over the face of the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
And God saw that the light was (%ood. And God separated

the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and
the (I%rkness he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.




Psalm 139. 1U1 12

If T say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,

and the light about me be night,”
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is bright as the day,
for darkness is as light with you.




Absence of God’s Light
[saiah 9.2

The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness,

on them has light shone.




Absence of God’s Light

1 John 1.5

God is light, and in him

is no darkness at all.




Absence of God’s Light

1. The Reality of Darkness

(understanding physz’ca] darkness helps us to understand
spiritual darkness)

2. Overcoming Darkness

(we must “walk in the Iigbt”b)/ ]ivjng in transparency)




Absence of God’s Light

1. The Reality of Darkness




Absence of God’s Light

What is Physical

Darkness?




Absence of God’s Light

Darkness is sim ly the
absence of lig (.

Like cold being the absence of heat

We cannot add cold — we remove heat




Absence of God’s Light

Darkness is never

unpaired from light!

Always remember darkness is not a
“substance” that can be added— it is only

what remains after light is subtracted.




Absence of God’s Light

Darkness exists in

Varying amounts. ..

Less Light More Light




Absence of God’s Light

TWlll ght — light is naturally reduced

Gloom - light is depressingly reduced
Shadow — light is partially blocked
Blindness — light cannot be perceived
Black Hole —light is completely absorbed




Absence of God’s Light

TWlll ght — light s naturally reduced

Gloom — light is depressingly reduced

What's the difference?
The d{ﬁference is merely one (gf perception /

What seems (q]oom)/ to one can be romantic to another. ..




Absence of God’s Light

TWlll ght — light s naturally reduced

Gloom — light is depressingly reduced

In other words,

The battle for us is not usua]])/ external — it’s internal.

A mental battle of changing our perception.




Absence of God’s Light

TWlll ght — light is naturally reduced

Gloom - light is depressingly reduced
Shadow — light is partially blocked
Blindness — light cannot be perceived
Black Hole —light is completely absorbed




Absence of God’s Light

TWlll ght — light is naturally reduced

Gloom — light is depressingly reduced
Shadow — light is partially blocked

Is an ec]z'pse Sometbing to fear?




Absence of God’s Light




Absence of God’s Light

Many traditional explanations of solar
eclipses suggest that the events occur
because a rnythological beast of some

description s devouring the sun.

This idea stems from the sun's
appearance during the first stages of
an eclipse, which resembles an orb
with a "bite" taken out of it.




Absence of God’s Light

You also tind people firing ouns in
historic times or shooting arrows
into the sky to scare off or kill the beast.

A few send fiery arrows, and they're
trying to rekindle the sun or moon

by sending it light and heat again.

www. livescience.com




Absence of God’s Light

TWlll ght — light is naturally reduced

Gloom - light is depressingly reduced
Shadow — light is partially blocked
Blindness — light cannot be perceived
Black Hole —light is completely absorbed




Absence of God’s Light

TWlll ght — light is naturally reduced

Gloom — light s depressingly reduced
Shadow — light is partially blocked
Blindness — light cannot be perceived

Are there times when temporary blindness is desirable?




Absence of God’s Light

Jesus’ Lite on Earth
Jesus’ Death on the Cross
Jesus’ Resurrection in Heaven

Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that,
who was raised - who is at the r1ght hand ofGod
who indeed is interceding for us. TRom 8.34]

Who shall separate us from the love qf Christ?




Absence of God’s Light

TWlll ght — light is naturally reduced

Gloom — light s depressingly reduced
Shadow — light is partially blocked
Blindness — light cannot be perceived

Are there times when temporary blindness is desirable?




Absence of God’s Light

TWlll ght — light is naturally reduced

Gloom - light is depressingly reduced
Shadow — light is partially blocked
Blindness — light cannot be perceived
Black Hole —light is completely absorbed




Absence of God’s Light
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What’s wrong

with absorption?




Absence of God’s Light

The black hole of self-absorption

S dangerous and quite common.




Absence of God’s Light
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Times BEST SELLING AUTHOR

Tim Keller:
The Freedom of

Self-Forgetfulness

The path to true Christian Joy

SPATH TO TRUE CHRISTIAN JOY




Absence of God’s Light

We should not merely absorb
God’s light like a black hole. ..

But neither should we merely
reftlect God’s light like the moon.




Absence of God’s Light

What’s wrong

with reflection?




Absence of God’s Light

What is Spiritual

Darkness?

(and what causes it?)




Absence of God’s Light

Darkness Past:

Darkness Future:

Darkness Present:

Regret

Fear

Disappointment

Discouragement

Depression

Distance




Absence of God’s Light

Isaiah 59.1-2

Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that
it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear;

but your iniquities have made a separation

between you and your God,

and your sins have hidden his face from you
so that he does not hear.




Absence of God’s Light

Isaiah 59.9-10

Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness
does not overtake us; we hope for light, and behold,
darkness, and for brightness, but we walk in gloom.

We grope for the wall like the blind; we grope like
those who have no eyes; we stumble at noon as in
the twilight, among those in tull vigor we are
like dead men.




Absence of God’s Light

Proverbs 4.19

The way of the wicked is like
deep darkness;

they do not know over what they
stumble.




Absence of God’s Light

1 John 2.8-11

At the same time, it is a new commandment

that [ am writing to you, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is I1laassing

away and the true light is already shinino.
Whoever says he is in the light and hates his
brother is still in darkness.




Absence of God’s Light

1 John 2.8-11

Whoever loves his brother abides in the light,

and in him there is no cause for sturnbling.
But whoever hates his brother is in the
darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the
darkness has blinded his eyes.




Absence of God’s Light

What is Spiritual

Darkness?

(and what causes it?)




Absence of God’s Light

Not having fellowship with God through
a relationship with Jesus Christ.

The light of God’s Face is felt to be

withdrawn.

Caused by sin, temptation to sin or

difficult circumstances.




Absence of God’s Light

Psalm 23.1-4

The LORD is my shepherd;

[ shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures.

He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul.




Absence of God’s Light

Psalm 23.1-4

He leads me in paths of riéhteousness for his
name’s sake.

Even thou%h [ walk through the vallev of the

shadow o

death, [valley of deep darkness]

[ will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod
and your staff, they comfort me.




Absence of God’s Light

[t could happened

to you...

It probably has happened

to you...




Absence of God’s Light

It could be a really

good thing. .




Absence of God’s Light

1. The Reality of Darkness

(understanding “ph)fsical “darkness helps us to
understand “spiritual "darkness)

2. Overcoming Darkness

(we must walk in the Ijght b)/ I1'V1'ng in transparency)




Absence of God’s Light

2. Overcoming Darkness




Absence of God’s Light

New York Times bestselling author of
THE REASON FOR GOD and THE PRODIGAL GOD

TIMOTHY God brings theWord home
KELLER  to our hearers through the

“demonstration qf the

Spirit and of power”
CEACHING (1 Cor. 2.4).

mmunicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism




Absence of God’s Light

NYrk bllghf

ASON FOR GOD nd THE PRODIGAL GOD ACCOFdlng tO PCZUI )/OU Can

TIMQTHY preach [or teach, or parent]
KELLER with genuine spiritual power

only if you offer Christ as
a living realit)/ to be

EACHING encountered and embraced b)/

those who listen.




Absence of God’s Light

New York Times bestselling author of
THE REASON FOR GOD and THE PRODIGAL GOD

TIMOTHY T'his means to preach
KELLER  [or teach, or parent] with

awe and wonder at the

mmunicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism

greatness of what we have
= AGEIING in Christ.




Absence of God’s Light

New York Times bestselling author of
THE REASON FOR GOD and THE PRODIGAL GOD

TIEBEII?I:[]VEIEI{Y uncontrived transparency,

Showing evidence of a

It means to exhibit an

“ommunicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism
O < o

heart that is being

& mended by the very truth
CACHING

you are presentin g-




Absence of God’s Light

New York Times bestselling author of

THE REASON FOR GOD and THE PRODIGAL GOD You ShOu]d be Somethjng ]_Zke a

TIMOEELY clear glass through which
KEHEER people can see a gospel-

changed soul in such a way

Communicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism
O < o

that they want it too,
and so that they get a sense

of God’s presence as well.




Absence of God’s Light

Transparency

(having the property of transmitting light without appreciable

scattering so that bodies lying beyond are seen clearly)




Absence of God’s Light

Transparency

Absorption and Retlection
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Absence of God’s Light

Isaiah 50.10

Who among you tears the LORD

and obeys the voice of his servant?
[ et him who walks in darkness

and has no light
trust in the name of the LORD
and rely on his God.




Absence of God’s Light

Micah 7.8

Rejoice not over me, O my enemy;

when [ fall, I shall rise;
when I sit in darkness,

the LORD will be a light to me.




Absence of God’s Light

Daniel 2.22

he reveals deep and hidden things;

he knows what is in the darkness,

and the light dwells with him.




Absence of God’s Light

[ohn 1.5

The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not

[and cannot] overcome it.




Absence of God’s Light

[ ord of the Rings

Galadriel: And for you, Frodo Baggins,

I give you the ]ight of Earendil

_ our most beloved star.

May it be a light to you in dark places
when [not if] all other lights go out.




Absence of God’s Light

So what should we do when
all light seems to go out?

Pray and Preach




Absence of God’s Light
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Pray.

el nllllll“

mmmmHHHH\HHHHHWHHH nuww ... with

W tmnsp arenc V.




Absence of God’s Light

AL AR D) O LR R IR

Prayer is recognition that

- on this side of eternity

there is a war between the

mnnnmlH\HH\HHHHHWWWH HHW 2 kingdom of God and the
B MHWW kingdom of




Absence of God’s Light

AL AR D) O LR R IR

Prayer is recognition that

- on this side of eternity

there is a war between the

mmmmH\H\H\HHNHWWH\H HHW = kingdom of God and the
R M\W kingdom of self




Absence of God’s Light

PAUL DAVID TRIPP
In prayer, you don’t ask
—ct 4 God to endorse the

mnnmumw!HHHH\HHHHHHI HHW = sclf-focused little dreams

of your claustrophobic
MW” kingdom of one;




Absence of God’s Light

PAUL DAVID TRIPP rather, you commit your
heart to the plans and

- . purposes of God’s

” mmmwuHHHHHH!HHHHHHHI M8 kingdom and seck the

grace to be part of what

”WW God is doing and not in the

way of it [creating shadow].




Absence of God’s Light

So what should we do when
all light seems to go out?

Pray and Preach




Absence of God’s Light

[ must preach the goslz_)el

to myself every. ..

morning clrcumstance

evening compliment
temptation gloom

conflict shadow

blessing darkness




Absence of God’s Light

The Essence of Biblical Trust

A two-story house caught on fire.

The family — father, mother, several children —
were on their way out when the smallest boy
became terrified, tore away from his mother,

and ran back upstairs. ..




Absence of God’s Light

The Essence of Biblical Trust
Suddenly he appeared at a smoke-filled

window, crying like crazy.

His father, outside, shouted,

“Jump, son, jump! I'll catch you.”




Absence of God’s Light

The Essence of Biblical Trust

The boy cried, “But, daddy, I can’t see you.”

“I know,” his father called,

“I know.

But I can See/vou.”




Absence of God’s Light
[saiah 9.2

The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness,

on them has light shone.




Absence

of God’s Light

Lift up the light of your face upon us, O LORD!

Psalm 4.6




